ABSTRACT . A new species of the Cape endemic genus Hermas L. is described. Hermas proterantha B. J. de Villiers is a very distinct new species endemic to Piquetberg Mountain in Western Cape province. It is the only deciduous Hermas species and has thinly textured, deeply lobed (pinnatipartite) leaves that wither in summer.
The genus Hermas L. is a group of andromonoecious dwarf shrublets, endemic to the fynbos regions of the Western and Eastern Cape provinces of South Africa. The genus was placed in the subfamily Hydrocotyloideae by Drude (1897 Drude ( -1898 , while more recently Plunkett et al. (2004) proposed a change of rank to the subfamily Azorelloideae. This subfamily includes all genera with woody endocarps and laterally or dorsally compressed fruit. Liu (2004) tentatively placed the genus in the Bolax Commerson ex Jussieu group, because all previously known Hermas species share with this group fruit with prominent lateral wings.
The new species, Hermas proterantha B. J. de Villiers, has most of the characters associated with the genus but lacks lateral wings in the fruit and has very deeply lobed deciduous leaves. In Table 1 Distribution, phenology, and etymology. The species is endemic to the Piquetberg, an isolated mountain about 105 km directly north of Cape Town. Flowering occurs from December to February and fruiting from February to April. This is the only species with deciduous leaves that wither during the dry summer months. The leaves appear long before flowering, hence the specific epithet.
IUCN Red List category. Due to the lack of information regarding the ecology, life history, and population density of the species, as well as the frequency of fire in Piquetberg Mountain, Hermas proterantha should be classified as DD (Data Deficient) according to IUCN criteria (IUCN, 2001) .
Relationships. Hermas proterantha is a poorly known species represented by only four herbarium collections (on five sheets in BOL and NBG). The species is not mentioned in any of the available taxonomic literature treatments of Hermas (Sonder, 1862; Burtt, 1991; Goldblatt & Manning, 2000) . The deeply lobed (pinnatipartite) leaves are thinly textured and quite distinct (Fig. 2A3-A6 , E1-E4) when compared to those of the superficially similar H. capitata, where the leaves are shallowly lobed and firmly textured. In all other Hermas species, the leaves are persistent, but in H. proterantha they shrivel and die when the flowers appear in summer. The fruit of H. proterantha lack the prominent median ridge (Fig. 2A1 ) that is present (and sometimes partly winged) in all other species (Fig. 2B, C) . The two mericarps shown in Figure 2 (A2 and D) are superficially similar in shape but differ in that the lateral ribs are winged in H. quinquedentata L. f. (and in all other species of Hermas), while wings are absent in the new species. Furthermore, small ribs are present between the lateral and marginal vascular bundles and represent the outer (lateral) boundary of a mericarp (Fig. 2A2) .
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